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• Entrepreneurial fame and for¬ 
tune may begin with a brilliant 
idea scribbled on a restaurant nap¬ 
kin. The next step, however, usual¬ 
ly requires financing based on ar¬ 
ticulate business planning. 

If you’ve never written a busi¬ 
ness plan, there’s a program that 
may help you get your feet wet. 

Business Plan Expert is a sim¬ 
ple, step-by-step program that re¬ 
quires virtually no computer ex¬ 
pertise or business training. It can 
acquaint you with business plan 
basics, but — because it ignores fi¬ 
nancial projections — it can’t be 
regarded as a complete business 
plan program. 

And, at $195, it represents a 
very expensive introduction to 
basic business planning. 

Building a business plan with 
this program is a three-step pro¬ 
cess, and I found fault with it right 
from the beginning: 

■ First, you learn about strate¬ 
gic thinking by reviewing on¬ 
screen tutorials. Unfortunately, 
these tutorials are just screens of 
text that you page through. They 
are keyed to the sections of the 




